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Women in the Piast Dynasty - Grzegorz Pac
2022-03-07
This is the first comprehensive study of the role
of women in the Polish Piast dynasty from 965
until c.1144, comparing them with female
members of other contemporary medieval
dynasties.
Love Cures - Laine E. Doggett 2015-11-09
What is love? Popular culture bombards us with
notions of the intoxicating capacities of love or
of beguiling women who can bewitch or heal—to
the point that it is easy to believe that such
images are timeless and universal. Not so,
argues Laine Doggett in Love Cures. Aspects of
love that are expressed in popular music—such
as “love is a drug,” “sexual healing,” and “love
potion number nine”—trace deep roots to Old
French romance of the high Middle Ages. A
young woman heals a poisoned knight. A mother
prepares a love potion for a daughter who will
marry a stranger in a faraway land. How can
readers interpret such events? In contrast to
scholars who have dismissed these women as
fantasy figures or labeled them “witches,”
Doggett looks at them in the light of medical and
magical practices of the high Middle Ages. Love
Cures argues that these practitioners, as
represented in romance, have shaped modern
notions of love. Love Cures seeks to engage
scholars of love, marriage, and magic in
disciplines as diverse as literature, history,
anthropology, and philosophy.
The Curse of Eve, the Wound of the Hero -
Peggy McCracken 2010-11-24
In The Curse of Eve, the Wound of the Hero,
Peggy McCracken explores the role of blood
symbolism in establishing and maintaining the
sex-gender systems of medieval culture. Reading
a variety of literary texts in relation to historical,
medical, and religious discourses about blood,
and in the context of anthropological and
religious studies, McCracken offers a
provocative examination of the ways gendered

cultural values were mapped onto blood in the
Middle Ages. As McCracken demonstrates, blood
is gendered when that of men is prized in stories
about battle and that of women is excluded from
the public arena in which social and political
hierarchies are contested and defined through
chivalric contest. In her examination of the
conceptualization of familial relationships, she
uncovers the privileges that are grounded in
gendered definitions of blood relationships. She
shows that in narratives about sacrifice a
father's relationship to his son is described as a
shared blood, whereas texts about women
accused of giving birth to monstrous children
define the mother's contribution to conception in
terms of corrupted, often menstrual blood.
Turning to fictional representations of bloody
martyrdom and of eucharistic ritual, McCracken
juxtaposes the blood of the wounded guardian of
the grail with that of Christ and suggests that
the blood from the grail king's wound is
characterized in opposition to that of women and
Jewish men. Drawing on a range of French and
other literary texts, McCracken shows how the
dominant ideas about blood in medieval culture
point to ways of seeing modern values
associated with blood in a new light, and how
modern representations in turn suggest new
perspectives on medieval perceptions.
Violent Passions - T. Adams 2005-09-03
This book re-evaluates the perception of "courtly
love" in Old French verse. Adams traces how
these verses explore the emotional trials of
amour and propose coping methods for the
lovelorn.
Essays in Honor of Norris J. Lacy - Keith
Busby 2000
The essays in this volume reflect to a large
degree the scholarly interests of the honorand:
Arthurian romance, the fabliaux, and Villon, just
to mention the principal ones. Over the years,
Norris Lacy's contribution to, and influence on,
the study of Old French literature has been
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practically incalculable.
"The Making of Europe" - 2016-05-09
In "The Making of Europe”: Essays in Honour of
Robert Bartlett, a group of distinguished
contributors analyse processes of conquest,
colonization and cultural change in Europe in
the tenth to fourteenth centuries.
The Curse of Eve, the Wound of the Hero - Peggy
McCracken 2003
She shows that in narratives about a sacrifice a
father's relationship to his son is described as
shared blood, whereas texts about women
accused of giving birth to monstrous children
define the mother's contribution to conception in
terms of corrupted, often menstrual blood.
Old French Narrative Cycles - Luke
Sunderland 2010
Detailed readings of four major medieval cycles.
In the Skin of a Beast - Peggy McCracken
2017-05-17
In medieval literature, when humans and
animals meet—whether as friends or
foes—issues of mastery and submission are often
at stake. In the Skin of a Beast shows how the
concept of sovereignty comes to the fore in such
narratives, reflecting larger concerns about
relations of authority and dominion at play in
both human-animal and human-human
interactions. Peggy McCracken discusses a
range of literary texts and images from medieval
France, including romances in which animal
skins appear in symbolic displays of power,
fictional explorations of the wolf’s desire for
human domestication, and tales of women and
snakes converging in a representation of
territorial claims and noble status. These works
reveal that the qualities traditionally used to
define sovereignty—lineage and gender among
them—are in fact mobile and contingent. In
medieval literary texts, as McCracken
demonstrates, human dominion over animals is a
disputed model for sovereign relations among
people: it justifies exploitation even as it
mandates protection and care, and it depends on
reiterations of human-animal difference that
paradoxically expose the tenuous nature of
human exceptionalism.
Troubling Arthurian Histories - James R.
Simpson 2007
Drawing on a range of approaches in cultural,
gender and literary studies, this book presents

Chrétien de Troyes's Erec et Enide as a daring
and playful exploration of scandal, terror and
anxiety in court cultures. Through an
interdisciplinary reading, it locates Erec et
Enide, the first surviving Arthurian romance in
French, in various contexts, from broad cultural
and historical questionings such as medieval
vernacular 'modernity's' engagement with the
weight of its classical inheritance, to the
culturally fecund and politically turbulent
histories of the families of Eleanor of Aquitaine
and Henry II Plantagenet. Where previous
accounts of the tale have not uncommonly
presented Chrétien's poem as a decorous
'resolution' of tensions between dynastic
marriage and fin'amors, between personal desire
and social duty, this reading sees these forces as
in permanent and irresolvable tension, the
poem's key scenes haunted - whether
mischievously or traumatically - by questions
and skeletons from various closets.
Women and Gender in Medieval Europe -
Margaret C. Schaus 2006-09-20
From women's medicine and the writings of
Christine de Pizan to the lives of market and
tradeswomen and the idealization of virginity,
gender and social status dictated all aspects of
women's lives during the middle ages. A cross-
disciplinary resource, Women and Gender in
Medieval Europe examines the daily reality of
medieval women from all walks of life in Europe
between 450 CE and 1500 CE, i.e., from the fall
of the Roman Empire to the discovery of the
Americas. Moving beyond biographies of famous
noble women of the middles ages, the scope of
this important reference work is vast and
provides a comprehensive understanding of
medieval women's lives and experiences.
Masculinity in the middle ages is also addressed
to provide important context for understanding
women's roles. Entries that range from 250
words to 4,500 words in length thoroughly
explore topics in the following areas: · Art and
Architecture · Countries, Realms, and Regions ·
Daily Life · Documentary Sources · Economics ·
Education and Learning · Gender and Sexuality ·
Historiography · Law · Literature · Medicine and
Science · Music and Dance · Persons ·
Philosophy · Politics · Political Figures · Religion
and Theology · Religious Figures · Social
Organization and Status Written by renowned
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international scholars, Women and Gender in
Medieval Europe is the latest in the Routledge
Encyclopedias of the Middle Ages. Easily
accessible in an A-to-Z format, students,
researchers, and scholars will find this
outstanding reference work to be an invaluable
resource on women in Medieval Europe.
Queering the Middle Ages - Glenn Burger 2001
The essays in this volume present new work
that, in one way or another, "queers" stabilized
conceptions of the Middle Ages, allowing us to
see the period and its systems of sexuality in
radically different, off-center, and revealing
ways. While not denying the force of gender and
sexual norms, the authors consider how
historical work has written out or over what
might have been non-normative in medieval sex
and culture, and they work to restore a sense of
such instabilities. At the same time, they ask
how this pursuit might allow us not only to re-
envision medieval studies but also to rethink
how we study culture from our current set of
vantage points within postmodernity. The
authors focus on particular medieval moments:
Christine de Pizan's representation of female
sexuality; chastity in the Grail romances; the
illustration of "the sodomite" in manuscript
commentaries on Dante's Commedia; the
complex ways that sexuality inflected English
national politics at the time of Edward II's
deposition; the construction of the sodomitic
Moor by Reconquista Spain. Throughout, their
work seeks to disturb a logic that sees the past
as significant only insofar as it may make sense
for and of a stabilized present.
The Arthur of the French - 2020-10-15
This major reference work is the fourth volume
in the series "Arthurian Literature in the Middle
Ages". Its intention is to update the French and
Occitan chapters in R.S. Loomis’ "Arthurian
Literature in the Middle Ages: A Collaborative
History" (Oxford, 1959) and to provide a volume
which will serve the needs of students and
scholars of Arthurian literature. The principal
focus is the production, dissemination and
evolution of Arthurian material in French and
Occitan from the twelfth to the fifteenth century.
Beginning with a substantial overview of
Arthurian manuscripts, the volume covers
writing in both verse (Wace, the Tristan legend,
Chretien de Troyes and the Grail Continuations,

Marie de France and the anonymous lays, the
lesser known romances) and prose (the Vulgate
Cycle, the prose Tristan, the Post-Vulgate Roman
du Graal, etc.).
The Romance of Adultery - Peggy McCracken
2013-04-05
Peggy McCracken offers a feminist historicist
reading of Guenevere, Iseut, and other
adulterous queens of Old French literature, and
situates romance narratives about queens and
their lovers within the broader cultural debate
about the institution of queenship in twelfth- and
thirteenth-century France. Moving among a wide
selection of narratives that recount the stories of
queens and their lovers, McCracken explores the
ways adultery is appropriated into the political
structure of romance. McCracken examines the
symbolic meanings and uses of the queen's body
in both romance and the historical institutions of
monarchy and points toward the ways medieval
romance contributed to the evolving definition of
royal sovereignty as exclusively male.
A Companion to Chrétien de Troyes - Norris J.
Lacy 2008
A fine collection...an excellent introduction to
Chrétien's world and work. Highly
recommended. CHOICE Chrétien de Troyes is
arguably the creator of Arthurian romance, and
it is on his work that later writers have based
their interpretations. This book offers both
crucial information on, and a comprehensive
coverage of, all aspectsof the work of Chrétien
de Troyes - the literary and historical
background, patronage, his influence on other
writers, manuscripts and editions of his work
and, at the heart of the volume, major essays on
the themes, techniques and artistic
achievements in each of his compositions; the
contributions, all from leading experts in
Chrétien and related studies, have been
commissioned especially for this volume and are
designed to remain accessible to studentswhile
also addressing specialists in Arthurian studies
and Chrétien de Troyes. They reflect the most
current critical and scholarly views on one of the
greatest of medieval authors. CONTRIBUTORS:
JOHN W. BALDWIN, JUNEHALL MCCASH,
LAURENCE HARF-LANCNER, NORRIS J. LACY,
DOUGLAS KELLY, KEITH BUSBY, PETER F.
DEMBOWSKI, ROBERTA L. KRUEGER,
DONALD MADDOX, SARA STURM-MADDOX,
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JOAN TASKER GRIMBERT, MATILDA
TOMARYN BRUCKNER, TONY HUNT, RUPERT
T. PICKENS, ANNIE COMBES, MICHELLE
SZKILNIK, EMMANUELE BAUMGARTNER
Kinship in Old Norse Myth and Legend -
Katherine Marie Olley 2022-07-19
This wide-ranging study offers a new
understanding of Old Norse kinship in which the
individual self was expanded to encompass its
kin.
The Facts on File Companion to the French
Novel - Karen L. Taylor 2006
French novels such as "Madame Bovary" and
"The Stranger" are staples of high school and
college literature courses. This work provides
coverage of the French novel since its origins in
the 16th century, with an emphasis on novels
most commonly studied in high school and
college courses in world literature and in French
culture and civilization.
The Cambridge Companion to Medieval French
Literature - Simon Gaunt 2008-04-10
Medieval French literature encompasses 450
years of literary output in Old and Middle
French, mostly produced in Northern France
and England. These texts, including courtly
lyrics, prose and verse romances, dits amoureux
and plays, proved hugely influential for other
European literary traditions in the medieval
period and beyond. This Companion offers a
wide-ranging and stimulating guide to literature
composed in medieval French from its
beginnings in the ninth century until the
Renaissance. The essays are grounded in
detailed analysis of canonical texts and authors
such as the Chanson de Roland, the Roman de la
Rose, Villon's Testament, Chrétien de Troyes,
Machaut, Christine de Pisan and the Tristan

romances. Featuring a chronology and
suggestions for further reading, this is the ideal
companion for students and scholars in other
fields wishing to discover the riches of the
French medieval tradition.
The Queen Mary Psalter - Anne Rudloff Stanton
2001
Stanton considers the premier luxury psalter of
14th-century England as a physical, constructed
object meant to be handled, carried, and
touched in order to explore its character as a
functioning devotional and didactic book. She
summarizes the views of art historians on the
style of the illuminations, compares the visual
stories with contemporary representations, and
looks at the implications of their thematic foci in
terms of patronage and audience of the
manuscript. Her study began as a doctoral
dissertation for the University of Texas at Austin.
Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc.,
Portland, OR
Grafting Helen - Matthew Gumpert 2001-11-14
Gumpert (Program in Cultures, Civilizations, and
Ideas at Bilkent University in Ankara, Turkey)
looks at the myth of Helen in Greek poetry from
the archaic to the classical period and in French
writings, medieval to modern. Chapters are not
organized chronologically but strategically, that
is, how a particular present treats the past.
Chapters on the ways Greeks treated
history/Helen mostly earn the names of
rhetorical strategies like mimesis, anamnesis,
epideixis, and deixis, and the way the French
look at history/Helen with strategies such as
idolatry, translation, genealogy, cosmetics, etc.).
As Gumpert writes, "What these chapters tell is
a story about coveting the past, stealing it, and
covering it up (the past and its theft). Annotation
copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
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