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The Secret History of Western Sexual Mysticism - Arthur Versluis
2008-03-25

The first book to reveal the history of Western sexual mysticism ¢
Reveals the secret sexual practices that have been used since ancient
Greece to achieve mystical union with God ¢ Details the sects and
individuals who transmitted the radical sexual practices that orthodox
Christianity never completely silenced ¢ Distinguishes between sexual
magic and sexual mysticism Beginning with the ancient Greek Mystery
traditions, Gnosticism, and the practices in early Christianity, Arthur
Versluis uncovers the secret line of Western sexual mysticism that, like
the Tantra of the East, seeks transcendence or union with God through
sexual practices. Throughout antiquity, and right into the present day,
sexuality has played an important, if largely hidden, role in religious
traditions and practices. This includes not only Christian but also
kabbalistic and hermetic alchemical currents of sexual mysticism, many
discussed together here for the first time. In the Mystery tradition of
hieros gamos (sacred marriage) and the Gnostic tradition of spiritual
marriage, we see the possibility of divine union in which sexual union is
the principal sign or symbol. Key to these practices is the inner or
archetypal union of above and below, the intermingling of the revelatory
divine world with the mundane earthly one. Versluis shows that these
secret currents of sexual mysticism helped fuel the rise of the
troubadours and their erotic doctrine, the esoteric teachings of Jacob
Bohme in the late 16th century, the 19th-century utopian communities of
John Humphrey Noyes and Thomas Lake Harris, the free love movement
of the 20th century, and the modern writings of Denis de Rougemont and

Alan Watts.

Return of the Divine Sophia - Tricia McCannon 2015-03-06

An initiatic journey into the Mysteries of the Goddess and humanity’s
return to an age of peace and celestial light ¢ Details the ceremonies and
rituals of initiation into the Fellowship of Isis ¢ Reveals the lost teachings
of Jesus about the Divine Mother and Father and how the goddess Sophia
is connected to Mary Magdalene as the Female Christ * Explores the
many archetypes of the Goddess, including Isis, Brigit, and the Black
Madonna, and how we can transform into Homo luminous, spiritual
beings of light Called through her dreams by the Priestesses of Isis,
Tricia McCannon set out on a spiritual journey into the Mysteries of the
Goddess. After a fateful encounter with a high initiate of the ancient
Fellowship of Isis, she began researching the history of Judaism and
Christianity to find out how and when the Divine Feminine became lost.
She discovered a forgotten age when the Creator was honored as female
and humanity lived in peaceful societies completely free of war. She
shows how we can return to an age of peace and celestial light if we
work to bring the masculine and feminine energies of the world back into
balance. Sharing her journey into the heart of the Divine Mother,
McCannon details her initiation into the Fellowship of Isis, a process rich
with ceremony, ritual, and myths of the Goddess from ancient Egyptian,
Celtic, Greek, Hebrew, and Native American traditions. She reveals how
the many archetypes of the Goddess, including Isis, Ishtar, Brigit, and
the Black Madonna, can become our allies for self-transformation. She
explores Mysteries at the heart of Christianity that have remained hidden
for nearly 2,000 years and how the Gnostic goddess Sophia is tied to the
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Second Coming, Mary Magdalene, and the Female Christ. She reveals
the lost teachings of Jesus about the Divine Mother and Father and about
the Divine Daughter and Son. Through her story and her in-depth
research, McCannon takes us on a journey to awaken the creative power
of the Divine Feminine within each of us. Equipped with the teachings of
the Goddess, we gain the mastery to overcome the deeply rooted
masculine-feminine imbalance of the patriarchy and to embark into the
future as Homo luminous, beings of light.

Jesus the Wicked Priest - Marvin Vining 2008-03-27

Decodes the Dead Sea Scrolls to reveal Christianity’s hidden Essene
origins * Reveals the Essenes as key figures behind Jesus’s trial, torture,
and crucifixion * Shows how Jesus, a former Essene himself, was deemed
“the Wicked Priest” for his liberationist politics and humanist bent ¢
Examines the lost Christian doctrine of reincarnation and the secret role
of Gabriel in the Virgin Birth The Dead Sea Scrolls, discovered in 1947 at
Qumran, are generally believed to have been written by a Jewish sect
known as the Essenes between 350 BCE and 70 CE--but until now no
convincing methodology has linked the Scrolls to the actual life and
teachings of Jesus. Marvin Vining builds from the controversial work of
Barbara Thiering to demonstrate that the Scrolls do speak directly to the
origins of Christianity and even reflect a mirror image of the Gospels
from the perspective of Jesus’s enemies. Christianity arose out of a
schism between the exclusivist, rigid, and militant views of the Essenes
and the inclusivist, tolerant, and nonviolent views of Jesus. Jesus was
raised an Essene, but he refused to follow their orthodoxy. Vining shows
that the Dead Sea Scrolls are written in a secret coded language called
pesher in which Jesus emerges as the Wicked Priest, the antagonist to
the Teacher of Righteousness who was the leader of the Essenes. Jesus
the Wicked Priest revitalizes the Gospel message by revealing Jesus’s
true role as a tireless social reformer and revolutionary teacher. Vining’s
study reopens Christian doctrinal questions supposedly long settled, such
as reincarnation and the Virgin birth--even demonstrating that these two
issues are related. He discloses that the angel Gabriel was incarnate in a
living human being and transmitted the seed of a holy bloodline to the
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Virgin Mary.

The Gospel of Mary Magdalene - Jean-Yves Leloup 2002-02-01

Restores to the forefront of the Christian tradition the importance of the
divine feminine ¢ The first complete English-language translation of the
original Coptic Gospel of Mary, with line-by-line commentary * Reveals
the eminence of the divine feminine in Christian thought * Offers a new
perspective on the life of one of the most controversial figures in the
Western spiritual tradition Perhaps no figure in biblical scholarship has
been the subject of more controversy and debate than Mary Magdalene.
Also known as Miriam of Magdala, Mary Magdalene was considered by
the apostle John to be the founder of Christianity because she was the
first witness to the Resurrection. In most theological studies she has
been depicted as a reformed prostitute, the redeemed sinner who
exemplifies Christ's mercy. Today's reader can ponder her role in the
gospels of Philip, Thomas, Peter, and Bartholomew--the collection of
what have come to be known as the Gnostic gospels rejected by the early
Christian church. Mary's own gospel is among these, but until now it has
remained unknown to the public at large. Orthodox theologian Jean-Yves
Leloup's translation of the Gospel of Mary from the Coptic and his
thorough and profound commentary on this text are presented here for
the first time in English. The gospel text and the spiritual exegesis of
Leloup together reveal unique teachings that emphasize the eminence of
the divine feminine and an abiding love of nature over the dualistic and
ascetic interpretations of Christianity presented elsewhere. What
emerges from this important source text and commentary is a renewal of
the sacred feminine in the Western spiritual tradition and a new vision
for Christian thought and faith throughout the world.

The Way of the Rose - Clark Strand 2019-11-05

What happens when a former Zen Buddhist monk and his feminist wife
experience an apparition of the Virgin Mary? “This book could not have
come at a more auspicious time, and the message is mystical perfection,
not to mention a courageous one. I adore this book.”—Caroline Myss,
author of Anatomy of the Spirit Before a vision of a mysterious “Lady”
invited Clark Strand and Perdita Finn to pray the rosary, they were not
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only uninterested in becoming Catholic but finished with institutional
religion altogether. Their main spiritual concerns were the fate of the
planet and the future of their children and grandchildren in an age of
ecological collapse. But this Lady barely even referred to the Church and
its proscriptions. Instead, she spoke of the miraculous power of the
rosary to transform lives and heal the planet, and revealed the secrets
she had hidden within the rosary’s prayers and mysteries—secrets of a
past age when forests were the only cathedrals and people wove rose
garlands for a Mother whose loving presence was as close as the ground
beneath their feet. She told Strand and Finn: The rosary is My body, and
My body is the body of the world. Your body is one with that body. What
cause could there be for fear? Weaving together their own remarkable
story of how they came to the rosary, their discoveries about the eco-
feminist wisdom at the heart of this ancient devotion, and the life-
changing revelations of the Lady herself, the authors reveal an ancestral
path—available to everyone, religious or not—that returns us to the
powerful healing rhythms of the natural world.

The Meaning of Mary Magdalene - Cynthia Bourgeault 2010-09-14
Mary Magdalene is one of the most influential symbols in the history of
Christianity—yet, if you look in the Bible, you’ll find only a handful of
verses that speak of her. How did she become such a compelling saint in
the face of such paltry evidence? In her effort to answer that question,
Cynthia Bourgeault examines the Bible, church tradition, art, legend, and
newly discovered texts to see what'’s there. She then applies her own
reasoning and intuition, informed by the wisdom of the ages-old
Christian contemplative tradition. What emerges is a radical view of
Mary Magdalene as Jesus’s most important disciple, the one he
considered to understand his teaching best. That teaching was
characterized by a nondualistic approach to the world and by a deep
understanding of the value of the feminine. Cynthia shows how an
understanding of Mary Magdalene can revitalize contemporary
Christianity, how Christians and others can, through her, find their way
to Jesus’s original teachings and apply them to their modern lives.
Parabola - 1976
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Judas and Jesus - Jean-Yves Leloup 2007-02-07

A radical reinterpretation of the relationship of Judas and Jesus ¢
Reexamines the role and the purpose the key figure of Judas played in
the crucifixion story * Reveals how Judas was “betrayed” by Jesus, and
how, taken to the limits of his humanity, he lost everything he most
cherished on the path to his true self The familiar story of Judas, betrayer
of Jesus, is striking because of its incomprehensibility. Why would one of
Christ’s disciples and companions of the heart deliver him up to his
enemies and a barbarous, ignominious, and certain death for thirty
pieces of silver? Jean-Yves Leloup’s careful investigation of the gospels,
various apocryphal texts, and most importantly the Coptic codex known
as the Gospel of Judas, leads him to conclude that there is more to the
familiar story of Judas than a simple demonstration, viewed through one
man, of humanity’s inherent failings. The betrayal of Jesus to the Romans
was Jesus’s idea, explains Leloup. Jesus persuaded Judas to play the role
of “evil” in humankind by telling him that this enactment was crucial to
God’s plan and would set Judas by Jesus’s side for eternity: “There where
[ am,” spoke Jesus to Judas, “is where I wish you, too, to be.” But to get
there, Judas--a metaphorical representation of the darker side present in
all human beings and the “shadow” counterpart to his Messiah dying on
the cross-- must first shed all his human qualities. His failings of greed,
deceit, and cowardice--and even his faith and hope--are washed away in
the despair that engulfs him. A parallel moment occurs for Jesus on the
cross, when he comes to know the despair of separation from God. The
moment Judas “loses” his life and all that gave it meaning--his God, his
law, his justice, his Messiah--is the very moment he finds that which
cannot be discarded--life eternal. Thus, in the moment of his ultimate
extremity, Judas receives Jesus’s true message and his intended gift.
When God Had a Wife - Lynn Picknett 2019-12-10

Reveals the tradition of goddess worship in early Judaism and how Jesus
attempted to restore the feminine side of the faith ¢ Provides historical
and archaeological evidence for an earlier form of Hebrew worship with
both male and female gods, including a 20th-century discovery of a
Hebrew temple dedicated to both Yahweh and the warrior goddess Anat
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* Explores the Hebrew pantheon of goddesses, including Yahweh's wife,
Asherah, goddess of fertility and childbirth ¢ Shows how both Jesus and
his great rival Simon Magus were attempting to restore the ancient,
goddess-worshipping religion of the Israelites Despite what Jews and
Christians--and indeed most people--believe, the ancient Israelites
venerated several deities besides the Old Testament god Yahweh,
including the goddess Asherah, Yahweh'’s wife, who was worshipped
openly in the Jerusalem Temple. After the reforms of King Josiah and
Prophet Jeremiah, the religion recognized Yahweh alone, and history was
rewritten to make it appear that it had always been that way. The
worship of Asherah and other goddesses was now heresy, and so the
status of women was downgraded and they were blamed for God’s wrath.
However, as Lynn Picknett and Clive Prince reveal, the spiritual legacy of
the Jewish goddesses and the Sacred Feminine lives on. Drawing on
historical research, they examine how goddess worship thrived in early
Judaism and included a pantheon of goddesses. They share new evidence
for an earlier form of Hebrew worship that prayed to both male and
female gods, including a 20th-century archaeological discovery of a
Hebrew temple dedicated to both Yahweh and the goddess Anat.
Uncovering the Sacred Feminine in early Christianity, the authors show
how, in the first century AD, both Jesus and his great rival, Simon Magus,
were attempting to restore the goddess-worshipping religion of the
Israelites. The authors reveal how both men accorded great honor to the
women they adored and who traveled with them as priestesses, Jesus’s
Mary Magdalene and Simon’s Helen. But, as had happened centuries
before, the Church rewrote history to erase the feminine side of the faith,
deliberately ignoring Jesus’s real message and again condemning women
to marginalization and worse. Providing all the necessary evidence to
restore the goddess to both Judaism and Christianity, Picknett and Prince
expose the disastrous consequences of the suppression of the feminine
from these two great religions and reveal how we have been collectively
and instinctively craving the return of the Sacred Feminine for millennia.
Compassion and Meditation - Jean-Yves Leloup 2009-06-25

A profound reflection on how complementary themes in Buddhism and
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Christianity could serve as the basis for a truly ecumenical faith ¢
Compares Zen meditation with the Greek Orthodox practice of
Hesychasm (prayer of the heart) « Shows how Buddha and Jesus
represent the distinct yet complementary values of meditation and
compassion In Asian spiritual traditions the mountain traditionally
symbolizes meditation while the ocean signifies compassion. Jean-Yves
Leloup uses this metaphor to compare Buddhist and Christian
approaches to meditation and compassion to reveal the similarities and
divergences of these profound practices. Emphasizing their
complementary nature, Leloup describes how Jesus and Buddha are
necessary to one another and how together they form a complete system:
Jesus as awakening through love, and Buddha as awakening through
meditation. Where Buddha represents the forests, Jesus represents the
trees. Buddha is brother to the universe, whereas Jesus is brother to
humanity. Nevertheless, these two religious traditions have a profound
common ground. Compassion is central to Buddhism, and meditation
practices have been central to many Christian traditions. Both view
murder, theft, and the destructive use of sexuality as great barriers to
realizing our essential being, and both agree on the need to rise above
them. Here, however, Leloup suggests that both faiths could benefit from
the precepts of the other. The complementary aspects of Christianity and
Buddhism offer the possibility for a truly profound ecumenical religion
whose interfaith relations are based on deep understanding of the true
meaning and practice of meditation and compassion and not merely
shared goodwill.

Mary Magdalene Revealed - Meggan Watterson 2021-01-19

--WALL STREET JOURNAL BESTSELLER-- The Gospel of Mary
Magdalene reveals a very different love story from the one we've come to
refer to as Christianity. Harvard-trained theologian Meggan Watterson
leads us verse by verse through Mary's gospel to illuminate the powerful
teachings it contains. A gospel, as ancient and authentic as any of the
gospels that the Christian bible contains, was buried deep in the
Egyptian desert after an edict was sent out in the 4th century to have all
copies of it destroyed. Fortunately, some rebel monks were wise enough
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to refuse-and thanks to their disobedience and spiritual bravery, we have
several manuscripts of the only gospel that was written in the name of a
woman: The Gospel of Mary Magdalene. Mary's gospel reveals a radical
love that sits at the heart of the Christian story. Her gospel says that we
are not sinful; we are not to feel ashamed or unworthy for being human.
In fact, our purpose is to be fully human, to be a "true human being"-
that is, a person who has remembered that, yes, we are a messy, limited
ego, and we are also a limitless soul. And all we need to do is to turn
inward (again and again); to meditate, like Mary Magdalene, in the way
her gospel directs us, so that we can see past the ego of our own little
lives to what's more real, and lasting, and infinite, and already here,
within. With searing clarity, Watterson explains how and why Mary
Magdalene came to be portrayed as the penitent prostitute and relates a
more historically and theologically accurate depiction of who Mary was
within the early Christ movement. And she shares how this discovery of
Mary's gospel has allowed her to practice, and to experience, a love that
never ends, a love that transforms everything.

The Healing Wisdom of Mary Magdalene - Jack Angelo 2015-02-22

An in-depth study of the heart-centered teachings of Mary Magdalene
Explains how the Fourth Gospel of the New Testament, specifically the
Gospel of Signs, is actually a direct transcription of Mary Magdalene’s
oral teachings * Reveals Mary Magdalene as a gifted visionary teacher
and the best qualified disciple to lead the Jesus movement after his death
* Details how the Gospel of Signs outlines 7 key steps for personal
transformation and healing The discovery and translation of the Gnostic
Gospels have revealed Mary Magdalene to be a gifted visionary teacher
and the best qualified disciple to lead the Jesus movement following his
death. Yet, according to most scholars, only a few fragments of her
actual teachings have survived. Sharing more than 20 years of research,
inspired by a profound experience at the cave in southern France where
Mary Magdalene is reputed to have spent her final years, Jack Angelo
reveals that the Fourth Gospel of the New Testament, traditionally
attributed to John, is actually a direct transcription of Mary Magdalene’s
oral teachings. He explains how the Fourth Gospel was recast by more
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conservative members of the Jesus movement, such as Peter and
Andrew, to hide Mary’s authorship and suppress her role as head
disciple. Delving deeply into the many layers of meaning within the
“Gospel of Signs”--the first 11 chapters of the Fourth Gospel which
describe seven of Jesus’ miracles--he shows how Mary’s teachings outline
seven key steps for personal transformation and profound healing. For
example, the sixth sign describes the shamanic healing of a blind man
when Jesus spits on clay and smears the paste over the man’s eyes.
Angelo explains how the deeper meaning of this sign is about perceiving
with the “eyes of the heart.” Beyond the beauty and simplicity of Mary’s
wisdom for personal transformation and healing, Angelo also shows how
Mary’s heart-centered teachings embody the resurgence of feminine
energy that is vitally needed to restore balance to the psyche and health
of humanity as well as to Earth.

Blood and Silk - Carol McKay 2010-10-26

FASCINATING NOVEL EXPLORES JESUS AND MARY’S
CONTROVERSIAL BOND THROUGH THE LENSES OF CULTURAL,
SOCIAL, POLITICAL AND HISTORICAL CONTEXTS. Mary Magdalene
and Jesus of Nazareth’s mysterious, legendary connection can only be
realized by revisiting their story through its Greco-Roman,
Mediterranean cultural context. Early theologians censored details about
theater, literature, dress, cuisine, wedding rituals, glass manufacturing,
silk trade, politics and architecture of Mary Magdalene’s time when they
did not fit dogma and doctrine. Cultural Historian Carol Aldenhoven
McKay retrieves these lost frameworks as the story line follows McKay’s
meticulous reconstruction of a formerly forgotten way of life. Blood and
Silk: The Hidden Love Story of Mary Magdalene and Jesus of Nazareth is
a novel fifteen years in the making.

Library Journal - 2006-04

Maria Magdalena Revelada - Meggan Watterson 2020-10-05

En las profundidades del desierto de Egipto fue enterrado un evangelio,
tan antiguo y auténtico como cualquiera de los evangelios que recoge la
biblia cristiana. En el siglo IV un edicto anuncié que todas sus copias
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debian ser destruidas. Afortunadamente, algunos monjes rebeldes fueron
lo suficientemente sabios como para negarse, y gracias a su
desobediencia y coraje espiritual hoy tenemos varios manuscritos del
unico evangelio escrito por una mujer: El Evangelio de Maria Magdalena
El Evangelio de Maria revela un amor radical que reside en el corazon de
la historia cristiana. En su evangelio se afirma que no somos pecadores;
que no debemos sentirnos avergonzados ni indignos de ser humanos. De
hecho, nuestro proposito es ser plenamente humanos, ser ‘un verdadero
ser humano’. Y esto significa reconocer que si, que nuestro ego es
confuso y tiene limites. Sin embargo, nuestra alma es ilimitada. Y todo lo
que debemos hacer es dirigir nuestra atencion hacia nuestro interior
(una y otra vez); y, como nos ensefia su evangelio, meditar como Maria
Magdalena para poder ver mas alla del ego de nuestras pequeias vidas y
alcanzar lo que es mas real, mas perdurable, e infinito. Y que esta aqui,
dentro de nosotros. Con una claridad abrumadora, Watterson nos explica
como y por qué Maria Magdalena llegé a ser considerada una prostituta
penitente, y describe de una forma histdrica y teolégicamente mas exacta
quién fue Maria en el seno del antiguo movimiento cristiano. La autora
comparte con los lectores de qué forma su descubrimiento del evangelio
de Maria le ha permitido experimentar y practicar un amor que nunca se
acaba, un amor que todo lo transforma.

The Seven Guardians - Jacqueline Ferguson 2021-08-25

Guided by Spirit to write The Seven Guardians, this book describes the
incredible path Miryam the Migdalah (Mary Magdalene) envisioned
within her heart, guided by her beloved risen Yeshua (Jesus). Following
the resurrection, Yeshua appeared to Miryam in her inner vision,
confirming she was an advanced disciple with the ability to “see” the
multidimensionality of the Universe beyond the Earth realm. This vision
also validates their unique relationship; he loved her the most, and she
loved him with a devotion that transcends death. The Seven Guardians is
a path to rediscovering the importance of Miryam in the ministry of
Yeshua as a fully realized human and divine, as well as a leader of the
Nazarenes. This is the way of the heart, a path for all humans to follow to
become ihidaya, enlightened ones, while embodied in this lifetime. The
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Seven Guardians relies on scholars, theologians, and authors who
translated The Gospel of Mary, found in the desert of Egypt and The
Gospel of the Beloved Companion, The Complete Gospel of Mary. It also
relies on other apocryphal gospels recently translated, The Gospel of
Phillip, Thomas, The Pistis Sophia and others, to validate the information.
In discovering how patriarchy has affected our world today, this book
includes personal stories, mystical experiences, and direct
communication with Infinite Love to help us recognize how balancing our
masculine and feminine energies are of paramount importance for
humanity and Earth to evolve and survive. It is now time for us to reunite
the light of our Divine Mother and Divine Father into our hearts to
awaken our own Christ consciousness.

The Sacred Embrace of Jesus and Mary - Jean-Yves Leloup 2006-02-24
An examination of how the teachings of Jesus reveal the essential role of
sexuality in spiritual growth and transformation ¢« Shows that Jesus did
not come to redeem humanity from the life of the flesh, but to honor it as
a spiritual path ¢ Uses Hebrew, gnostic, and early Christian source texts
to reveal the true context of the words attributed to Jesus ¢ Explores the
spiritual and physical relationship shared by Jesus and Mary Magdalene
Of all the major religions, Christianity is the only one that has utterly
rejected sexuality as one of the many paths that can lead to
enlightenment and salvation. But if Jesus was indeed “the Word made
flesh” and serious consideration is given to the mystery of his
Incarnation, is it reasonable that physical love would have been
prohibited to him? Drawing from the canonical and apocryphal gospels,
the Hebrew esoteric tradition, and gnosticism, Jean-Yves Leloup shows
that Jesus did not come to save humanity from the life of the flesh but to
save the life of the flesh so that it would truly transfigure all people.
Leloup explains that when Saint Paul said it was good to be without
women, he did not cite any words of Jesus in support of this contention.
In fact, Paul’s statement utterly contradicts the words of God in Genesis:
“It is not good that man should be alone.” Leloup argues that the
elimination of the divine feminine and sacred sexuality set in motion by
Paul’s words does not reflect the true teachings of Christ, and that the
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transformation of Jesus into a celibate is the true heresy. His research
restores Christ’s true human sexuality and shows it to be a vital part of
humanity’s spirituality. Leloup contends that by understanding the
sacred nature of the embrace shared by man and woman as a true
reflection of humanity made in God’s image, Christianity can again
become the powerful path of transfiguration Christ intended.

The Gnostic World - Garry W. Trompf 2018-10-03

The Gnostic World is an outstanding guide to Gnosticism, written by a
distinguished international team of experts to explore Gnostic
movements from the distant past until today. These themes are examined
across sixty-seven chapters in a variety of contexts, from the ancient pre-
Christian to the contemporary. The volume considers the intersection of
Gnosticism with Jewish, Christian, Islamic and Indic practices and
beliefs, and also with new religious movements, such as Theosophy,
Scientology, Western Sufism, and the Nation of Islam. This
comprehensive handbook will be an invaluable resource for religious
studies students, scholars, and researchers of Gnostic doctrine and
history.

The Publishers Weekly - 2006

Maria Magdalena - Cynthia Bourgeault 2022-07-01

Ist Maria Magdalena die wahre Erbin des spirituellen Vermachtnisses
Jesu? Konnte uns »die Erste unter den Jingern« den Weg weisen zu
einer neuen Vision fiir ein Christentum im einundzwanzigsten
Jahrhundert? Die progressive Theologin, Kontemplationslehrerin und
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moderne Mystikerin Cynthia Bourgeault legt hier eine scharfsinnige
Analyse und provokante Synthese der neuesten Erkenntnisse und
wiederentdeckten Quellenmaterialien zur Figur und Wirkung der
»Apostelin der Apostel« vor. Allzu enge feministische Blickwinkel
erweiternd, formuliert die Autorin die wirkliche Frohe Botschaft des
Weisheitschristentums neu und verstandlich. Befreit vom
jahrhundertealten Staub eines patriarchalisch-orthodoxen,
frauenfeindlichen Narrativs, lernen wir durch Maria Magdalena die
Lehren Jesu in neuem Licht als einen Pfad der bewussten Liebe kennen.
Aus den drei »gnostischen« Evangelien des Thomas, des Philippus und
der Maria eroffnet uns dieses Buch neue erhellende Einsichten in
zentrale Aspekte wie das Osterliche Mysterium um die Auferstehung, die
Bedeutung und das Potenzial eines Sakraments der Salbung, die
Problematik eines falsch verstandenen Zolibats bei der spirituellen
Trans—formation des Eros oder die non-duale Wahrnehmung der
Wirklichkeit durch unser Auge des Herzens. Fur traditionsverhaftete
Kirchenglaubige mag die alles integrierende Weisheit von Jesus und
Maria Magdalena eine Herausforderung darstellen, fur spirituell
hungernde »Christen mit gebrochenem Herzen« ist sie eine Offenbarung.
»Ein spirituelles Meisterwerk. Das bei Weitem weiseste und profundeste
Buch uber Maria Magdalena, das jemals geschrieben wurde« -- ANDREW
HARVEY, Autor von »Der mystische Weg zu Christus«. »Es braucht Mut,
Verstand und Reife, vor allem aber intuitives Wissen, ein solches Buch zu
schreiben. Cynthia Bourgeault ist dies hier prachtvoll gelungen« --
RICHARD ROHR, Autor von »Der Weg der Weisheit«.
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