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Poverty and Charity in the Jewish
Community of Medieval Egypt - Mark R.
Cohen 2009-01-10
What was it like to be poor in the Middle Ages?
In the past, the answer to this question came
only from institutions and individuals who gave
relief to the less fortunate. This book, by one of
the top scholars in the field, is the first
comprehensive book to study poverty in a
premodern Jewish community--from the
viewpoint of both the poor and those who
provided for them. Mark Cohen mines the
richest body of documents available on the
matter: the papers of the Cairo Geniza. These
documents, located in the Geniza, a hidden
chamber for discarded papers situated in a
medieval synagogue in Old Cairo, were
preserved largely unharmed for more than nine
centuries due to an ancient custom in Judaism
that prohibited the destruction of pages of
sacred writing. Based on these papers, the book
provides abundant testimony about how one
large and important medieval Jewish community
dealt with the constant presence of poverty in its
midst. Building on S. D. Goitein's Mediterranean
Society and inspired also by research on poverty
and charity in medieval and early modern
Europe, it provides a clear window onto the daily
lives of the poor. It also illuminates private
charity, a subject that has long been elusive to
the medieval historian. In addition, Cohen's work
functions as a detailed case study of an
important phenomenon in human history. Cohen
concludes that the relatively narrow gap
between the poor and rich, and the
precariousness of wealth in general, combined
to make charity "one of the major agglutinates of
Jewish associational life" during the medieval
period.
Parish and Belonging - K. D. M. Snell
2006-11-16
What role did the parish play in people's lives in
England and Wales between 1700 and the mid-
twentieth century? By comparison with
globalisation and its dislocating effects, the book

stresses how important parochial belonging once
was. Professor Snell discusses themes such as
settlement law and practice, marriage patterns,
cultures of local xenophobia, the continuance of
out-door relief in people's own parishes under
the new poor law, the many new parishes of the
period and their effects upon people's local
attachments. The book highlights the continuing
vitality of the parish as a unit in people's lives,
and the administration associated with it. It
employs a variety of historical methods, and
makes important contributions to the history of
welfare, community identity and belonging. It is
highly relevant to the modern themes of
globalisation, de-localisation, and the decline of
community, helping to set such changes and
their consequences into local historical
perspective.
Essex Pauper Letters, 1731-1837 - Thomas
Sokoll 2006-03-09
The immensely rich archives from the
administration of the English poor law before
1834 include letters to the overseers of the poor
that came from the poor themselves. As personal
testimonies of people claiming relief, which are
often written in a stunningly 'private' tone,
pauper letters allow deep insights into the living
conditions, experiences and attitudes of the
labouring poor in the late eighteenth and early
nineteenth centuries. This edition contains some
750 of these letters, all those presently known to
survive in the county of Essex. The Introduction
demonstrates the immense importance of this
neglected source, both for the social historian
and for the comparative study of literacy.
Peasant Petitions - R. Houston 2014-07-02
This book examines the structures and texture of
rural social relationships, using one type of
document found in abundance over all the four
component parts of Britain and Ireland: petitions
from tenants to their landlords. The book offers
unexpected angles on many aspects of society
and economy on estates in the 17th and 18th
centuries.
'Of Varying Language and Opposing Creed' -
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Javier Pérez-Guerra 2007
This volume includes a selection of fifteen
papers delivered at the Second International
Conference on Late Modern English. The
chapters focus on significant linguistic aspects
of the Late Modern English period, not only on
grammatical issues such as the development of
pragmatic markers, for-to infinitive
constructions, verbal subcategorisation,
progressive aspect, sentential complements,
double comparative forms or auxiliary/negator
cliticisation but also on pronunciation, dialectal
variation and other practical aspects such as
corpus compilation, which are approached from
different perspectives (descriptive, cognitive,
syntactic, corpus-driven).
Illegitimacy, Family, and Stigma in England,
1660-1834 - Kate Gibson 2022-07-21
Illegitimacy, Family, and Stigma is the first full-
length exploration of what it was like to be
illegitimate in eighteenth-century England, a
period of 'sexual revolution', unprecedented
increase in illegitimate births, and intense
debate over children's rights to state support.
Using the words of illegitimate individuals and
their families preserved in letters, diaries, poor
relief, and court documents, this study reveals
the impact of illegitimacy across the life cycle.
How did illegitimacy affect children's early
years, and their relationships with parents,
siblings, and wider family as they grew up? Did
illegitimacy limit education, occupation, or
marriage chances? What were individuals'
experiences of shame and stigma, and how did
being illegitimate affect their sense of identity?
Historian Kate Gibson investigates the
circumstances that governed families' responses,
from love and pragmatic acceptance, to secrecy
and exclusion. In a major reframing of
assumptions that illegitimacy was experienced
only among the poor, this volume tells the
stories of individuals from across the socio-
economic scale, including children of royalty,
physicians and lawyers, servants and
agricultural labourers. It demonstrates that the
stigma of illegitimacy operated along a
spectrum, varying according to the type of
parental relationship, the child's race, gender,
and socio-economic status. Financial resources
and the class-based ideals of parenthood or
family life had a significant impact on how

families reacted to illegitimacy. Class became
more important over the eighteenth century,
under the influence of Enlightenment ideals of
tolerance, sensibility, and redemption. The child
of sin was now recast as a pitiable object of
charity, but this applied only to those who could
fit narrow parameters of genteel tragedy. This
vivid investigation of the meaning of illegitimacy
gets to the heart of powerful inequalities in
families, communities, and the state.
The poor in England 1700–1850 - Alannah
Tomkins 2018-07-30
This electronic version has been made available
under a Creative Commons (BY-NC-ND) open
access license. This fascinating study
investigates the experience of English poverty
between 1700 and 1900 and the ways in which
the poor made ends meet. The phrase ‘economy
of makeshifts’ has often been used to summarise
the patchy, desperate and sometimes failing
strategies of the poor for material survival. In
The poor of England some of the leading, young
historians of welfare examine how advantages
gained from access to common land,
mobilisation of kinship support, resorting to
crime, and other marginal resources could prop
up struggling households. The essays attempt to
explain how and when the poor secured access
to these makeshifts and suggest how the balance
of these strategies might change over time or be
modified by gender, life-cycle and geography.
This book represents the single most significant
attempt in print to supply the English ‘economy
of makeshifts’ with a solid, empirical basis and
to advance the concept of makeshifts from a
vague but convenient label to a more precise yet
inclusive definition.
An Exact and Industrious Tradesman - Joseph
Symson 2002
"The volume provides a detailed account of the
Symson family, and an appendix profiles some
200 correspondents, including many north west
families."--BOOK JACKET.
The Working Class at Home, 1790–1940 - Joseph
Harley 2022-02-17
This book examines life in the homes inhabited
by the working class over the long nineteenth
century. These working-class homes are often
imagined as distinctly unhomely spaces, which
the inhabitants struggled to fill with even the
most basic of furniture, let alone acquire the
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comforts associated with middle-class domestic
space. The concerned reformers of
industrialising towns and cities painted a picture
of severe deprivation, of rooms that were both
cramped yet bare at the same time, and disease-
ridden spaces from which their subjects required
rescue. It is an image which is not only
inadequate, but which also robs working-class
people of their agency in creating domestic
spaces which allowed for the expression of
personal and familial feeling. Bringing together
emerging scholars who challenge these ideas
and using a range of innovative sources and
approaches, this edited collection presents a
new understanding of working-class homes.
Women, Work, and Wages in England,
1600-1850 - Penelope Lane 2004
Women's employment was significant both for its
contribution to industrialisation and to family
economies; its range and the rewards are
explored.
A Pleasing Prospect - Shani D'Cruze 2008
Based on extensive primary-source research,
this work considers the changing historical
identity of eighteenth-century Colchester from
the perspective of its 'middling sort' - a section
of society often attached to cultures of politeness
and to the practices of consumption and
production that helped shape economic change.
Obligation, Entitlement and Dispute under
the English Poor Laws - Peter Jones
2015-11-25
With its focus on poverty and welfare in England
between the seventeenth and later nineteenth
centuries, this book addresses a range of
questions that are often thought of as essentially
“modern”: How should the state support those in
work but who do not earn enough to get by?
How should communities deal with in-migrants
and immigrants who might have made only the
lightest contribution to the economic and social
lives of those communities? What basket of
welfare rights ought to be attached to the status
of citizen? How might people prove, maintain
and pass on a sense of “belonging” to a place?
How should and could the poor navigate a
welfare system which was essentially
discretionary? What agency could the poor have
and how did ordinary officials understand their
respective duties to the poor and to taxpayers?
And how far was the state successful in

introducing, monitoring and maintaining a
uniform welfare system which matched the
intent and letter of the law? This volume takes
these core questions as a starting point.
Synthesising a rich body of sources ranging from
pauper letters through to legal cases in the
highest courts in the land, this book offers a re-
evaluation of the Old and New Poor Laws.
Challenging traditional chronological
dichotomies, it evaluates and puts to use new
sources, and questions a range of long-standing
assumptions about the experience of being poor.
In doing so, the compelling voices of the poor
move to centre stage and provide a human
dimension to debates about rights, obligations
and duties under the Old and New Poor Laws.
Pauper Capital - David R. Green 2016-05-13
Few measures, if any, could claim to have had a
greater impact on British society than the poor
law. As a comprehensive system of relieving
those in need, the poor law provided relief for a
significant proportion of the population but
influenced the behaviour of a much larger group
that lived at or near the margins of poverty. It
touched the lives of countless numbers of
individuals not only as paupers but also as
ratepayers, guardians, officials and magistrates.
This system underwent significant change in the
nineteenth century with the shift from the old to
the new poor law. The extent to which changes
in policy anticipated new legislation is a key
question and is here examined in the context of
London. Rapid population growth and turnover,
the lack of personal knowledge between rich and
poor, and the close proximity of numerous
autonomous poor law authorities created a
distinctly metropolitan context for the provision
of relief. This work provides the first detailed
study of the poor law in London during the
period leading up to and after the
implementation of the Poor Law Amendment Act
of 1834. Drawing on a wide range of primary
and secondary sources the book focuses
explicitly on the ways in which those involved
with the poor law - both as providers and
recipients - negotiated the provision of relief. In
the context of significant urban change in the
late eighteenth and nineteenth century, it
analyses the poor law as a system of institutions
and explores the material and political processes
that shaped relief policies.
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Mystifying the Monarch - Jeroen Deploige
2006
The power of monarchs has traditionally been as
much symbolic as actual, rooted in popular
imagery of sovereignty, divinity, and authority.
In Mystifying the Monarch, a distinguished
group of contributors explores the changing
nature of that imagery—and its political and
social effects—in Europe from the Middle Ages
to the present day. They demonstrate that,
rather than a linear progression where
perceptions of rulers moved inexorably from the
sacred to the banal, in reality the history of
monarchy has been one of constant tension
between mystification and demystification.
From Empire to Humanity - Amanda B. Moniz
2016
"From Empire to Humanity tells the story of a
generation of American and British activists who
transformed humanitarianism as they adjusted
to becoming foreigners to each other in the
wake of the American Revolution. In the decades
before the Revolution, Americans and Britons
shared an imperial approach to charitable
activity. They worked together in benevolent
ventures designed to strengthen the British
empire, and ordinary men and women donated
to help faraway members of the British
community. Raised and educated in this world of
connections, future activists from the British
Isles, North America, and the West Indies
developed expansive outlooks and transatlantic
ties. For budding doctors--including
Philadelphia's Benjamin Rush, Caribbean-born
Londoner John Coakley Lettsom, and John
Crawford, whose life took him from Ireland to
India, Barbados, South America, and, finally,
Baltimore--this was especially true. American
independence put an end to their common
imperial humanitarianism, but not their
friendships, their far-reaching visions, or their
belief in philanthropy as a tool of statecraft. In
the postwar years, with doctor-activists at the
forefront, Americans and Britons collaborated in
the anti-drowning cause and other medical
philanthropy, antislavery movements, prison
reform, and more. No longer members of the
same polity, the erstwhile compatriots adopted a
universal approach to their beneficence as they
reimagined their bonds with people who were
now foreigners. Universal benevolence could

also be a source of tension. With the new wars at
the end of the century, activists' optimistic
cosmopolitanism waned, even as their practices
endured. Making the care of suffering strangers
routine, they laid the groundwork for later
generations' global undertakings "--
Being poor in modern Europe - Inga Brandes
2006
Edited papers from an international conference
at the University of Trier, 2003.
The Poll Taxes of 1377, 1379, and 1381 -
Carolyn C. Fenwick 1998
"Lists of taxpayers in Wiltshire and Yorkshire ...
also includes additional documents relating to
counties which have had their lists published in
the previous two volumes"-Foreword.
Household Strategies for Survival 1600-2000 -
Laurence Fontaine 2000
Considers the 'labouring poor' as actively
pursuing a whole range of strategies for
survival.
Letters of the Catholic Poor - Lindsey Earner-
Byrne 2017-01-11
A pioneering new 'history from below' of Irish
poverty told through the letters of the Catholic
poor in Independent Ireland.
The Voice of the Poor in the Middle Ages - Mark
R. Cohen 2013-11-28
They are voices that have been silent for
centuries: those of captives and refugees,
widows and orphans, the blind and infirm, and
the underclass of the "working poor." Now, for
the first time, the voices of the poor in the
Middle Ages come to life in this moving book by
historian Mark Cohen. A companion to Cohen's
other volume, Poverty and Charity in the Jewish
Community of Medieval Egypt, the book
presents more than ninety letters, alms lists,
donor lists, and other related documents from
the Geniza, a hidden chamber for discarded
papers, situated inside a wall in a Cairo
synagogue. Cohen has translated these
documents, providing the historical context for
each. In the past, most of what we knew of the
poor in the Middle Ages came from records and
observations compiled by their literate social
superiors, from tax collectors to the inquisitor's
clerk, from criminal judges to the benefactors of
the helpless, from makers of Islamic waqf deeds
to authors of Arabic chronicles, and in Judaism,
from Rabbis who wrote responsa to compilers of
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Jewish-law codes. What distinguishes this book
is that it contains the voices of the poor
themselves, found in documents heretofore
largely ignored. Because an ancient custom in
Judaism prohibited the destruction of pages of
sacred writing, the documents were preserved,
largely unharmed, for as many as nine centuries.
The Voice of the Poor in the Middle Ages
provides access to the attitudes and
philanthropic activities of the charitable,

alongside the dramatic writings of the poor
themselves, whether penned in their own hands
or dictated to a scribe or family member. The
book also allows a rare glimpse into the women
of the Middle Ages, as well as into the world of
private charity--an area long elusive to the
medieval historian. For researchers and students
alike, this book will be an invaluable social
history source for years to come.
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