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Alien Sex - Gerard Loughlin 2008-04-15
Gerard Loughlin is one of the leading
theologians working at the interface between
religion and contemporary culture. In this
exceptional work, he uses cinema and the films
it shows to think about the church and the
visions of desire it displays. Discusses various
films, including the Alien quartet, Christopher
Nolan’s Memento, Stanley Kubrick’s 2001: A
Space Odyssey and A Clockwork Orange, Nicolas
Roeg’s The Man Who Fell to Earth and Derek
Jarman’s The Garden. Draws on a wide range of
authors, both ancient and modern, religious and
secular, from Plato to Levinas, from Karl Barth

and Hans Urs von Balthasar to André Bazin and
Leo Bersani. Uses cinema to think about the
church as an ecclesiacinema, and films to think
about sexual desire as erotic dispossession, as a
way into the life of God. Written from a radically
orthodox Christian perspective, at once both
Catholic and critical.
The Good News of the Body - Lisa Isherwood
2000-01-01
This book examines the power to define
sexuality. It asks whether women are even
present in the many acts of religious/sexual
intercourse that define and control, but rarely
engage them. A number of authors reflect from
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varying perspectives on the status of women
within patriarchal understandings of sexuality.
They take seriously the bodies of women as sites
of resistance to patriarchy, in the pain of those
bodies, their fecundity and their capacity for
erotic revolution. For this book also explores
ways to rebel!
Sex These Days - Jon Davies 1997-06-01
What has been lost, what has been gained, in
replacing sexual orthodoxy with the 'heresies' of
postmodern sexualities? In the recent past-even
within living memory-sex has usually been a
matter of monogamous heterosexual marriage
and the procreation of children. Other sexual
practices were seen as deviations from the
'patriarchal' norm. Today things are different,
and western liberal societies promote and
celebrate a growing multiplicity of sexual,
familial and procreational practices and
relationships. Nine writers assess the directions
in which our societies are being led.
The Sexuality of Christ in Renaissance Art and in

Modern Oblivion - Leo Steinberg 2014-12-10
Originally published in 1983, Leo Steinberg's
classic work has changed the viewing habits of a
generation. After centuries of repression and
censorship, the sexual component in thousands
of revered icons of Christ is restored to visibility.
Steinberg's evidence resides in the imagery of
the overtly sexed Christ, in Infancy and again
after death. Steinberg argues that the artists
regarded the deliberate exposure of Christ's
genitalia as an affirmation of kinship with the
human condition. Christ's lifelong virginity,
understood as potency under check, and the first
offer of blood in the circumcision, both required
acknowledgment of the genital organ. More than
exercises in realism, these unabashed images
underscore the crucial theological import of the
Incarnation. This revised and greatly expanded
edition not only adduces new visual evidence,
but deepens the theological argument and
engages the controversy aroused by the book's
first publication.
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On the Body - Carlo Maria Martini 2001
Martini presents a theology of the body,
including the sensitive topic of sexuality. He
draws on Scripture, the writings of Pope John
Paul II, and contemporary science. This text
carefully is structured in five parts, and does a
major study on the Church's understanding of
the human body and the spirit that lies within.
Sexuality and the Christian Body - Eugene F.
Rogers, Jr. 1999-08-25
God and the Body addresses the challenges to
traditional Christianity by gay and lesbian
Christians and their critics within the church.
This controversial book will be welcomed for the
radical new insights it provides into Christian
arguments about the body.
Sexuality and the World's Religions - David
Wayne Machacek 2003-08-13
Exploring one of the most controversial topics in
contemporary theology, this scholarly volume
reveals what the world's great faiths—East and
West—preach about sexuality, with a special

emphasis on American religion. What do the
world's most important religious texts have to
say about one of humanity's favorite activities?
Editors David W. Machacek and Melissa M.
Wilcox have brought together top scholars in the
field of religious studies to ask and answer these
critical questions. Carefully researched,
elegantly written, and respectfully presented,
Sexuality and the World's Religions explores the
intersection of the spiritual and the carnal in
Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism, Daoism,
Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, and African and
Native American spiritual traditions. A separate
section explores critical religious and sexual
topics in American society, including the role of
spirituality in gay, lesbian, bisexual, and
transgender communities; the role of sex in the
modern witchcraft community; and the ever
thorny problem of religion and sexual liberty.
Reconciling sexuality and spirituality in every
human soul is one of religion's most important
tasks. Students and other readers will find this
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timely and comprehensive volume of interest in
exploring these issues.
For the Body - Timothy C. Tennent 2020-11-17
An in-depth look at what it means to be created
in the image of God and how our bodies serve as
icons that illuminate God's purposes instead of
ours. The human body is an amazing gift, yet
today, many people downplay its importance and
fail to understand what Christianity teaches
about our bodies and their God-given purposes.
Many people misunderstand how the body was
designed, its role in relating to others; and we
lack awareness of the dangers of objectifying the
body, divorcing it from its intended purpose.
Timothy Tennent covers topics like marriage,
family, singleness, and friendship, and he looks
at how the human body has been objectified in
art and media today. For the Body offers a
biblical framework for discipling people today in
a Christian theology of the body.
Tennent—theologian and president of Asbury
Theological Seminary—explores the contours of

a robust Christian vision of the body, human
sexuality, and the variety of different ways we
are called into relationships with others. This
book will reveal a theological vision that:
Informs our self-understanding of our own
bodies. Examines how we treat others.
Reevaluates how we engage today's
controversial and difficult discussions on human
sexuality with grace, wisdom, and confidence.
For the Body is a call to a deeper understanding
of our bodies and an invitation to recapture the
wonder of this amazing gift.
The Ashgate Research Companion to
Contemporary Religion and Sexuality -
Andrew K.T. Yip 2016-04-01
The Ashgate Research Companion to
Contemporary Religion and Sexuality provides
academics and students with a comprehensive
and authoritative state-of-the-art review of
current research in the area of sexuality and
religion, broadly defined. This collection of
expert essays offers an inter-disciplinary study of
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the important aspects of sexuality and religion,
calling upon sociological, cultural, historical and
theological contributions to an under-researched
subject. The Companion focuses on the
exploration of diverse religious faiths,
spiritualities, and sexualities with contributions
that embrace many contrasting approaches
related to the contemporary context. By
adopting a truly inter-disciplinary and multi-
dimensional perspective, the Companion
embraces the complexities of both sexuality and
religion. Aimed primarily at a readership with
specialist interest in both, The Ashgate Research
Companion to Contemporary Religion and
Sexuality offers an innovative and refreshing
analysis of key theoretical and empirical issues
in an increasingly relevant and expanding area
of academic interest. The Companion comprises
five main thematic sections, each with chapters
ranging across a variety of crucial topics
traversing various faith traditions. The principal
themes are: epistemological and methodological

issues; the significance of religious text;
institutional religious settings; stability
transformation and change; contesting
hegemonic structures and discourses. Each
section includes four chapters contributed by
leading international experts in their respective
fields and who are at the cutting-edge of current
research. Collectively, they offer an inter-
disciplinary and comprehensive survey of
sexuality and religion.
Contemporary Christianity and LGBT
Sexualities - Stephen Hunt 2016-05-13
The subject of gay and lesbian sexuality is
perhaps the most vexed issue in the
contemporary Christian Church. Many churches
have been forced to confront the matter, both
theologically and pastorally and in consequence,
controversies have proved divisive within the
Church, most notably between conservative and
liberal orientated denominations, as well as
evangelical churches. This book explores these
themes from a sociological perspective,
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addressing not only gay and lesbian sexualities,
but also bi- and transgendered sexualities. With
rich empirical material being presented by a
team of experts, this book constitutes the first
comprehensive sociological study of 'non-hetero'
sexualities in relation to contemporary
Christianity. As such, it will appeal to
sociologists, scholars of religion and theology as
well as readers across a range of social sciences
Theology and Sexuality - Susannah Cornwall
2013
The SCM Studyguide Pastoral Theology
designed to support undergraduate courses for
the training of clergy and lay pastoral workers at
an accessible introductory level. The book aims
to develop pastoral wisdom and integrity
through a critical integration of theology and the
human sciences. Introducing key themes in
theological anthropology and pastoral practice,
it shapes a creative pastoral vision which is
deeply rooted in a Christian vision of what it
means to be human and what it takes to care.

Working with case studies, the book will
introduce broad frameworks of understanding of
issues such as growth, loss, and sexuality,
together with critical perspectives on important
aspects of practice such as language, power and
boundaries. The book provides an accessible
overview of key concepts in pastoral theology,
offering key entry points for further discussion
and study. Each chapter includes discussion
questions and/or reflective exercises at the end
of each chapter together with a short
bibliography. Throughout the text, key
summaries of learning will be indicated by boxed
Practice Points.
The Oxford Handbook of Theology,
Sexuality, and Gender - Adrian Thatcher
2014-11-13
The Oxford Handbook of Theology, Sexuality,
and Gender presents an unrivalled overview of
the theological study of sexuality and gender.
Not merely contentious and pervasive topics,
sexuality and gender have escalated in
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importance within theology. Theologians
increasingly agree that even the very doctrine of
God cannot be contemplated without a prior
grappling with each. Featuring 41 newly-
commissioned essays, written by the foremost
scholars in the discipline, this authoritative
collection presents and develops the latest
thinking in the area. Divided into eight thematic
sections, the Handbook explores key
methodological approaches, concepts, and
issues, as well as current controversies within
various denominations. Selected essays draw on
reason as a distinct source of theology,
discussing evolutionary biology and behavioural
genetics, psychology, anthropological research,
philosophical research, and queer theory. It
examines the history of in theologies of sexuality
and gender, with close analysis of the Bible and
the Christian tradition. The final section
considers theology in relation to different
expressions of sexual identities. This volume is
an essential reference for students and scholars,

which will also stimulate further research.
Making Sense of Sex - Adrian Thatcher
2012-06-21
All living creatures are sexed. Human beings
belong to societies where traditions about who
can have sex with whom, and how, and when,
are centuries old. Making sense of sex assumes
that there is a rational way of understanding our
basic drives. But our inevitable failure to get sex
right is the beginning of a proper and theological
understanding of sex. The Christian tradition,
especially in its conservative forms, is often
thought to be unhelpful in making sense of sex.
Christian sexual ethics may seem overly
demanding: holistic in theory, yet sexist and
pessimistic in practice. Adrian Thatcher argues,
however, that instead of being pessimistic about
sex, Christians can be grateful realists instead.
Making Sense of Sex draws on the resources of
Liberal Theology to promote a mature union of
spirituality and sexuality. Exploring topics such
as desire, bodies and the Body of Christ, sexual
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difference, homosexuality, marriage, and Paul's
reflection on 'flesh' and 'spirit', it will help to
guide readers towards a spiritual understanding
of shared sexual love.
Transforming Bodies and Religions - Mariecke
van den Berg 2020-10-01
This book sheds an interdisciplinary light on
‘transforming bodies’: bodies that have been
subjected to, contributed to, or have resisted
social transformations within religious or secular
contexts in contemporary Europe. It explores the
intersections of race, ethnicity, gender, sexuality
and religion that underpin embodied
transformations. Using post-secularist,
postcolonial and gender/queer perspectives, it
aims to gain a better understanding of the
orchestrations and effects of larger social
transitions related to religion. This volume is the
outcome of the intensive collaboration of the
authors, who for years have been meeting
regularly in Utrecht, the Netherlands, to discuss
themes related to religion and ‘the challenge of

difference’, with an added afterword by Prof.
Pamela Klassen from the University of Toronto.
The book is divided in three subsections that
focus on particular types of embodiment: body
politics in governmental and NGO organisations;
the role of the body in literary and/or
autobiographical narratives; and ethnographic
case studies of bodies in daily life. Doing so, it
provides an innovative exploration of
contemporary religion and the body. It will,
therefore, be of great interest to scholars of
Religious Studies, Gender and Sexuality Studies,
Post-Colonial Studies, Anthropology, Sociology,
Theology, and Philosophy.
Michel Foucault and Theology - James Bernauer
2017-03-02
Whilst Foucault's work has become a major
strand of postmodern theology, the wider
relevance of his work for theology still remains
largely unexamined. Foucault both engages the
Christian tradition and critically challenges its
disciplinary regime. Michel Foucault and
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Theology brings together a selection of essays by
leading Foucault scholars on a variety of themes
within the history, thought and practice of
theology. Revealing the diverse ways that the
work of Michel Foucault (1926-1984) has been
employed to rethink theology in terms of power,
discourse, sexuality and the politics of
knowledge, the authors examine power and
sexuality in the church in late antiquity,
(Castelli, Clark, Schuld), raise questions about
the relationship between theology and politics
(Bernauer, Leezenberg, Caputo), consider new
challenges to the nature of theological
knowledge in terms of Foucault's critical project
(Flynn, Cutrofello, Beadoin, Pinto) and rethink
theology in terms of Foucault's work on the
history of sexuality (Carrette, Jordan, Mahon).
This book demonstrates, for the first time, the
influence and growing importance of Foucault's
work for contemporary theology.
UNDERSTANDING HUMAN SEXUALITY IN
JOHN PAUL II'S THEOLOGY OF THE BODY -

John Segun Odeyemi 2023-08-29
This book addresses the opposing positions held
by Catholic orthodoxy and modern liberal
societies on questions about human sexuality,
marriage and family life. The author argues that
true to the nature of doctrine, some moral
teachings are open to development and some
dogmatic ones are irreversible. In five chapters,
relying on historical analysis, a hundred-year
timeline is used to examine related papal
encyclicals. A review of the natural law theory
from its Stoic antecedents, Thomistic
scholasticism, and the philosophical 20th-
century new natural law theory are examined.
John Paul II's Theology of the Body is used as a
subtext. Intellectual, cultural and gendered
perspectives are put in dialogue while paying
attention to two current issues; same-sex unions
as sacramental unions and the possibility of the
use of condoms as prophylaxis for discordant
married persons. This work appeals to both
specialists and non-specialists, scholars,
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students of theology and those who are
interested in matters concerning the
development of Christian [moral] doctrines. It
can be used as a whole or in chapters for private
studies, classroom work or in pastoral settings.
Theology and Sexuality - Eugene F. Rogers, Jr.
2002-02-01
This much-needed volume draws on a wide
range of resources and some of the freshest
talent in the field to examine debates about
theology and sexuality. Material is drawn from a
variety of ancient, medieval, modern and
contemporary texts to provide readers with a
broad perspective on the issues discussed.
SCM Core Text Theology and Sexuality -
Susannah Cornwall 2013-02-18
The SCM Core Text Theology and Sexuality
provides a clear overview of the theological
debate surrounding sexuality as broadly
understood. It gives an outline of the major
themes surrounding sexuality in theological
perspective, focusing on key thinkers, concepts,

and areas of discussion. This student-friendly
textbook is aimed at theology students and
ordinands studying at undergraduate level 3 and
MA level who are undertaking modules on
theology and sexuality, gender, sex and the
human body. It is also accessible to Christian
clergy and laypeople who wish to engage with
issues of sexuality in congregations. The use of
extensive glossaries, breakout definitions and
examples makes the book accessible to those
with little existing knowledge of contemporary
debates on theology and sexuality. The book
includes chapters on definitions of sexuality,
sexuality in the Christian tradition, Christian
approaches to marriage, celibacy and virginity
and same-sex relationships.
Queer Theology - Gerard Loughlin 2009-02-04
Queer Theology makes an important
contribution to public debate about Christianity
and sex. A remarkable collection of specially
commissioned essays by some of the brightest
and best of Anglo-American scholars Edited by
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one of the leading theologians working at the
interface between religion and contemporary
culture Reconceptualizes the body and its
desires Enlarges the meaningfulness of Christian
sexuality for the good of the Church Proposes
that bodies are the mobile products of changing
discourses and regimes of power.
Thinking Again About Marriage - John Bradbury
2016-02-28
What is involved in the practice of thinking
theologically about marriage? Key writers and
thinkers offer an informed, considered and
constructive guide to a number of central
questions, including: • Mike Higton on marriage,

gender and Christian doctrine • Charlotte
Metheun on what we can learn from the history
of marriage • Ben Fulford on thinking about
marriage with scripture • Julie Gittoes on the
liturgical theology of marriage • John Bradbury
on marriage as vocation • Brett Gray on
reproduction and the body's grace • Susannah
Cornwall on being faithful to our sexuate bodies
• Rachel Muers on developing a contemporary
theology of marriage and much more Reflecting
a broad theological and eccesiological spectrum
within the Christian tradition, Thinking Again
About Marriage offers a vital resource for
critical thinking and reflective practice.
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